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Essay QUESTIONS

1. What significant changes occurred in the Roman Empire during the century leading up to

Christ? (10 pts.)

2. How did the Roman Empire prepare the world for the coming of Christ and the rapid spread of
Christianity? (12 pts.)
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3. What main themes does the Didache talk about? (10 pts.)

4. How did the third century differ from the second century in the Roman Empire? What was one of
the significant contributors to this difference? (10 pts.)

5. What did the Docetists teach? To what other heresy is Docetism related? (10 pts.)
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6. According to Justin Martyr, what was the pattern of typical Sunday worship? (8 pts.)

7. According to the Gnostics, what is the purpose of salvation and how does one achieve that goal? (10 pts.)

8. Throughout Exhortation to the Greeks, how does Clement contrast the pagans gods’ character and
approach to men with God’s character and approach to men? (10 pts.)
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9. How was Eusebius different from all previous Greek and Roman historians? (10 pts.)

10. What changed radically for Christians when Constantine gained control of the Roman Empire? (10 pts.)

ExTRA CREDIT

11. What does the first letter of Clement show us about the early church? (5 pts.)

12. What is Ignatius’s main concern about himself in all his letters? (5 pts.)
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Essay QUESTIONS

1. On what grounds can we reasonably suppose Christianity to have reached even the farthest
corners of the Roman Empire by the end of the first century? (10 pts.)

2. Why should Christians study Roman history and culture? (10 pts.)

3. What were the distinctives of the main three Jewish religious parties at the time of Christ? (10 pts.)
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4. What main themes does the Didache talk about? (10 pts.)

5. How did the third century differ from the second century in the Roman Empire? What was one of
the significant contributors to this difference? (10 pts.)

6. What is the Greek concept of logos? How does Justin Martyr develop this idea in relation to both
Christianity and the Greek philosophers? (12 pts.)
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7. According to the Gnostics, what is the purpose of salvation and how does one achieve that goal? (10 pts.)

8. Which apostle did Christians in India claim first evangelized them? Why is this a plausible
tradition? (8 pts.)

9. How was Eusebius different from all previous Greek and Roman historians? (10 pts.)

10. What changed radically for Christians when Constantine gained control of the Roman Empire? (10 pts.)
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ExTRA CREDIT

11. According to tradition, Polycarp was a disciple of which apostle? Why is that plausible? (5 pts.)

12. How did Clement’s use of the Orpheus myth differ from other early Christians’ use of it? (5 pts.)
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NOTES FOR PARENT OR TEACHER

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:

® Have the student answer all questions in full sentences.

® Exam should take 45 to 90 minutes. Do not allow more than 2 hours.

® Feel free to allow the student more paper, or to type the answers on a computer.

® This is a closed-book exam. If typing the answers, no Internet access allowed.

PoiNT SYSTEM

This exam consists of ten questions, valued at 8-12 points each, for a total of 100 points.
Two extra credit questions are worth 5 points each. If a student answers correctly to all
questions, as well as the bonus questions then he or she will have scored 110%. Partial
credit (e.g., 5/10 points) may be given if the student correctly answers part of the question,
but misses some important elements. Points lost on the main exam can be recouped by
answering the bonus questions correctly.

How To GRADE

Because the exam consists of essay questions, it will be both harder to answer and harder to
grade compared to multiple choice exams. However, it allows the student to think through
what he has learned in a deeper and more meaningful way and aids in long-term retention
and more useful application. For example, you will find that a student who is required
to answer essay questions will more easily integrate what he has learned into his general
knowledge and able to use it in informal conversation.

Since these are not multiple choice, answers will vary. This answer key provides sample correct
responses for each question, but it is very possible that a varying answer may still be
correct. If you have followed along with the video and interacted with your student
throughout the term, you should be able to determine if a certain variation on the answer
is a correct one. If you are truly not sure, sit down with your student and figure out the
correct answer together. You can also submit questions via “Ask Mr. C” by sending an
email to AskMrC@romanroadsmedia.com. We may respond by email or by a pubic video
response 1f we feel this is a question many students would benefit in hearing more about.

Also, we purposefuﬂy created short and concise answers in this answer ke_y. We expect most
student answers to be longer, though this is not a requirement. Many of these questions
could be en entire paper topic, and we would encourage students display as much of their
knowledge as they can on the paper. This is also why we encourage parents or teacher to

allow the student to type out the answers.
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How 1O STUDY FOR THE TEST

Have your student read through his or her notes from throughout the term as general
preparation, as well as study the answers from the daily worksheets. These questions will
be familiar to the student who has worked through all questions in their workbook.

THE A AND B Exams

This course includes two exams, designated A and B. Although there is some overlap, most
of the questions will be different, but equivalent. These tests may be used in a couple of
ways. One way is to use exam A as a practice exam, open or closed book, and exam B as
the graded, closed-book exam. Exam B could also be used as a “second chance” exam if
exam A didn't go as well as the student had hoped.

There is flexibility here, and the parent or teacher is free to choose how to use the extra exam.

“MyY STUDENT 1S HAVING TROUBLE GETTING 100%!”

This can prove a frustration with essay exams. One thing to watch out for is that there i
variation in correct answers. Read the “How to Grade” note in the previous page for more
information on this.

Another issue is that we have culturally grown accustomed to 100% being the norm for a
“good student” and believe that less than 100% indicates a crucial deficiency. But 100%
in the classical Latin system is “SCL” (Summa Cum Laude), which means “with highest
praise.” In the Latin system of grading, SCL is reserved for the student who goes beyond
the call of duty, and often even teaches the teacher something. In a system where “good”
is 100%, going beyond the call of duty is not incentivized, and good students do not
progress. So do not worry if your student gets an 85% —in the Latin system that’s a CH,
or Cum Honore, with honor —and should be received as such.

QUESTIONS?

If you have any questions, feel free to email us at questions@romanroadsmedia.com. We love to
hear from our parents and teachers, and look forward to serving you in any way possible!
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- Exam A Answer Key

Essay QUESTIONS

1. What significant changes occurred in the Roman Empire during the century leading up to

Christ? (10 pts.)

During the first cen+ury BC, the Roman world was torn apar+ on civil wars between genemls

Fighﬁng for comple+e control of the empire. The civil wars Finally concluded when Caesar

Auguerus restored peace, but at the cost of the repulalican form of zjovernmen’r, as he

established himself as emperor.

2. How did the Roman Empire prepare the world for the coming of Christ and the rapid spread of
Christianity? (12 pts.)

The Roman Empire facilitated the establishment of Chris-l-iani’ry both Prac+ical|y and idealisi-ically.

A common Ianguage made it easy for the apos+les ‘o Preach the goslpel across the empire,

whie safe and easy travel on well buit roads and a common currency made it easier for the

apos+les Yo travel from ci+y ‘o ci+y. The idea of Rome as the bringer of world peace, the ci+y

that would be the salvation of the world, sowed the seeds of hope for a true Messioh and His

kin@dom of eternal peace.
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3. What main themes does the Diache talk about? (10 pts.)

The Didache expounds on two main themes. First, it taks about how to live a @odly life on a

Personal level, givin@ Par+icular instructions to the believer on what it means to pursue Christ

and live ri@h+eous|y. Second, it Provides @uidelines for church Prac+ices such as Iaapﬁsm, Fas+in@,

the Eucharist, and choice of leaders.

4. How did the third century differ from the second century in the Roman Empire? What was one of
the significant contributors to this difference? (10 pts.)

While the second cen+ury is marked by peace and s+abi|i+y, the third cerH-ury is characterized

b\/ ins+abi|i+\/. Emperors are regularly assassinated or commit suicide, Ieaoling o ra_pid chan@eg

in power-. The Praetorian Guard, an organized army unit within the cH-y limits of Rome and

expressly |oyal +o one man, contributed to this ins+abili+y, as +hey were regularly used to

overthrow emperors.

5. What did the Docetists teach? To what other heresy is Docetism related? (10 pts.)

The Docetists -l-aughi- that Christ only appeared to come in the flesh and only appeared o

die, but was not ac+ually incarnate or crucified. They +au9h+ this because +he\/ believed that

matter is evi, which is a Gnostic idea.
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6. According to Justin Martyr, what was the pattern of typical Sunday worship? (8 pts.)

On Sunola\/ Christians zJaai-her +oge+her 1o listen o God's Word, either from the Old Testament

or the New Testament, read dloud. The leader then exhorts the congregaﬁon to Fai+hFulI\/

folow the Principles in the Scrip+ure r‘eading. Everyloody then stands and prays +oge+her

before Par+akin9 of the Eucharist. Finall\/ the congre@aﬁon contributes oFFerings to care for

the need\/

7. According to the Gnostics, what is the purpose of salvation and how does one achieve that goal? (10 pts.)

Because the Gnhostics denied the goodness of created matter, the goal of salvation was

to separa+e the spiri-l- from the flesh, to escape the material world, rather than to redeem

creation. This separation could only be attained through a secret, hidden knowledge obtained

from the Gnostic teachers.

8. Throughout Exhortation to the Greeks, how does Clement contrast the pagans gods’ character and
approach to men with God’s character and approach to men? (10 pts.)

The stories and worship of the pagan @ods are ful of cruel+y, death, and immoral behavior,

while God seeks to bring men to salvation, yearning over them as a @enﬂe Foather. Even His

harsh words of judgmen+ are intended to Iaring men to repen-l-ance and life.
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9. How was Eusebius different from all previous Greek and Roman historians? (10 pts.)

Eusebius was the first writer to in’rerpre’r hi9+ory +hrough a Christion lens. While this is

someJrhing we take for @rarﬁed after | 700 years of Pmcﬁce, he was Ioreaking new ground.

10. What changed radically for Christians when Constantine gained control of the Roman Empire? (10 pts.)

From the birth of the church until Constantine, Christians had lived cons+an+|\/ under the threat

of Persecuﬁon. The Edict of Milan marked the first time that ChrisﬂanH-\/ was tolerated

allowing Christians to live and worship Freel\/ without fear. They were mders+andably overjoyed.

ExTRA CREDIT

11. What does the first letter of Clement show us about the early church? (5 pts.)

Clement's letter shows us how the earl\/ church treated Christians who were Pailing Yo live

Fai+h9ul|\/. H aso demonstrates how educated Roman Christians turned their classical Roman

Iearning 1o benefit the church and gloriFy God.

12. What is Ignatius’s main concern about himself in all his letters? (5 pts.)

Ignatius is on his way to martyrdom, so his main desire his that he would be Faithful +o the end,

that he would be counted wor+hy to die for Christ and so to enter Fully into His presence.
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- Exam B Answer Key

Essay QUESTIONS

1. On what grounds can we reasonably suppose Christianity to have reached even the farthest
corners of the Roman Empire by the end of the first century? (10 pts.)

Chri;JrianHy spread quH-e rapiall\/ among the mi|i+ar\/ since +he\/ were highl\,/ aware of their

own mor‘+ali+\/ as +he\/ faced death dail\/. Thus everywhere legions were stationed, even in the

remotest Par+s of the empire, Chris+ianH\,/ spreaol.

2. Why should Christians study Roman history and culture? (10 pts.)
Chrisﬁani-h/ was born into the Greco-Roman cuture of the first cen+wy. Therefore, to

understand the Christian faith and the Scr'lp+wes, Christians must have some knowled@e ond

mders‘randhg of the Roman PolH-ical and cuiural scene.

3. What were the distinctives of the main three Jewish religious parties at the time of Christ? (10 pts.)

The Pharisees began as a reform movement, so +hey were the conservative Par+y. The\/

in+erpre+ed Scripi-ure |i+erall\/ believed in the resurrection, and valued oral traditions. The

Sadducees were more aristocratic and liveral rejecﬁng the resurrection and oral traditions, and

approaching Scrip’rure h+erpre+a+im with 9rea+er liverties. The Essenes were more ascetic and

withdrawn, somewhat Platonic in their beliefs, and very committed to mathainin@ IpurHy
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4. What main themes does the Didache talk about? (10 pts.)

The Didache expounds on two main themes. First, it taks about how to live a godly life on a

Personal level giving ParJricular instructions to the believer on what it means to pursue Christ

and live righi-eously Second, it Provides @uidelines for church Pracﬁce; such as bap-l-ism, Fasﬁng,

the Eucharist, and choice of leaders.

5. How did the third century differ from the second century in the Roman Empire? What was one of
the significant contributors to this difference? (10 pts.)

While the second cen+ury is marked by peace and s+a|0i|i+y the third cen+ur\/ is characterized

Ia\/ ins+abi|i+\/. Emperors are regularly assassinated or commit suicide Ieading o mpid changes

in power. The Praetorion Guard, an organizeal army unit within the ci+\/ limits of Rome and

expressly onal 10 one man, contributed to this ins+a|0ili+\/, as +he\/ were re@ularly used to

overthrow emperors.

6. What is the Greek concept of logos? How does Justin Martyr develop this idea in relation to both
Christianity and the Greek philosophers? (12 pts.)

To the Greeks "Iogos" meant, not a single word, but rather reason, discourse, structure, or

worldview. Justin explains that this Principle of reason IpermeaJrin@ the cosmos is embodied in

Jesus Christ. Therefore, wherever we find truth, reason beau+y, or goodness we should see

Christ at its root, whether we are reading Christion or pagan writers.
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7. According to the Gnostics, what is the purpose of salvation and how does one achieve that goal? (10 pts.)

Because the Gnostics denied the 9oodness of created matter, the goal of salvation was

to separa+e the spirH- from the flesh, to escape the material world, rather than to redeem

creation. This sepam’rion could only be attained +hrough a secret, hidden knowledge obtained

from the Gnostic teachers.

8. Which apostle did Christians in India claim first evangelized them? Why is this a plausible
tradition? (8 pts.)

The earl\/ Christions in southern India claimed that the Aposﬂe Thomas had come and preached

the goslpel there. This tradition starts very earl\/ aIa’ring back to the second cen+ury when

Pantinus traveled to India. The clam is quH-e Plausilole given that there were alread\/ established

trade routes to India, even in the first cen+ur\l/.

9. How was Eusebius different from all previous Greek and Roman historians? (10 pts.)

Eusebius was the first writer to in’rerpre’r his+ory +hrough a Christion lens. While this is

some‘rhing we take for @mrﬁed after | 700 years of Prac+ice, he was Ioreaking new ground.

10. What changed radically for Christians when Constantine gained control of the Roman Empire? (10 pts.)

From the birth of the church until Constantine, Christians had lived cons+an+|y under the threat

of Persecu+im. The Edict of Mian marked the first time that Chri9+iani+\/ was tolerated allowing

Christians to live and worship Freely without fear. The\/ were undersmndably overjoyed
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ExTRA CREDIT

11. According to tradition, Polycarp was a disciple of which apostle? Why is that plausible? (5 pts.)

Tradition is that Pol\/carp was a disciple of the apos+le John. Since Pol\/carp lived in Sm\/rna and

John spem- his last years in nearby Ephesus this is well within the readms of lpossiloilﬁy

12. How did Clement’s use of the Orpheus myth differ from other early Christians’ use of it? (5 pts.)

Clement Frealuenﬂ\/ Poin+ed to the Orpheus my+h as on example of the immomli-l-\/ of the

ods and the emptiness of pagan myths. Other early Christians found in Orpheus a picture of

Christ coming to lead faithful believers of the Old Testament out of Hades and into heaven.
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