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Dear Kepler Students and Parents,

Having spent nearly thirty years in Christian education, I can say without a 
doubt, I’ve met some of  the brightest and best students of  my career at Kepler. 
Because of  that, being a part of  Kepler Education fills me with a deep sense of  
gratitude. But more importantly, it also fills me with a deep sense of  admiration 
for the parents, students, and teachers whose love for Christ, dedication to real 

learning, and commitment to excellence makes Kepler one of  most successful institutions of  its kind.

As mundane and banal as that last statement may seem prima facie, let me explain why it is not. The 
word, success, as I use it here, has at least two specific connotations. First, it implies consistency in 
doing a good thing well, even when it’s not easy. I’m grateful to be part of  a community of  learners 
whose every-day commitment to classical Christian education is real because here you are showing 
up again, today.

Second, my use of  the word success in this context also implies that you know what good education 
means, what it looks like, what it is that you are pursuing so consistently. True liberal education is a 
vehicle for finding out the truth about the world and about ourselves. And, education’s greatest per-
sonal good is to discover how our studies might modify our thoughts and our behavior for the better. 
This means the right kind of  education makes us truly smarter about things that matter in this world. 

While the rest of  the world is going bananas, you are showing up and applying yourself  to real learn-
ing, and doing it for a long time, and in the right way, when it’s not always easy. That is what Aristotle 
calls virtue. And, it’s what I’m calling here, success.

While at times it might seem monotonous, your every-day commitment to classical Christian educa-
tion is what sets you apart—and it is what will carry Kepler forward in the right direction for gener-
ations to come. I admire you and I thank you for letting me be a part of  your success.

By God’s Grace and for His Glory,

Scott Postma
President/CEO, Kepler Education

A Letter from the President
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Hello students,

Let’s talk about that which is best.

Your life, thanks be to God, is full of  good things, things to be grateful for. Your 
education, including your work here at Kepler, is one of  those good things. We 

should be grateful for all good things in our lives, but also recall that that which is good is not nec-
essarily best. In this note, I want to encourage you to be generous and optimistic in your studies, as 
opposed to self-indulgent and cynical; i.e. I urge you to be seeking, with head high, that which is best.

In the third chapter of  his Epistle to the Philippians, St. Paul urges us to live up to what we have 
already attained. He says that he has not yet attained the resurrection, nor is he yet perfect, but he 
presses on toward Christ and the upward call of  God. Paul’s desire is ever to go further up and fur-
ther in. The more-and-moreness of  his thinking and his desires is what he urges us to imitate in that 
same chapter.

Paul has found a good thing, a great thing, and yet he always wants more. He wants to live up to the 
Good, he wants to walk in the Good, further up and further in.

Think about what that means. To be content, but ever striving. To have an appetite whetted by Good, 
but craving more: that which is Best.

As we approach the end of  our third quarter, as large projects loom and some of  you begin to think 
about graduation, let me encourage you to stand with Aristotle, Marcus Aurelius, Clement of  Alex-
andria, Augustine, and C. S. Lewis: ask not what is good (or God forbid, what is good enough), ask 
what is best. Ask all the other questions as well, like how is best, when is best, why is best, who is best.

The logic of  truth, beauty, and goodness drive us toward the best. The desire for good ought to be a 
living and dynamic thing. If  it is not, “good” will turn to “good enough”.

Instead of  asking if  you’re passing a class, ask if  your soul is growing because of  it. Don’t ask if  
you’re getting an A, ask if  you’re learning something and being changed by it. This is that time of  
year during which it becomes tempting to just get by, to skate. You will have a much better time, and 
a far more gracious time, if  you seek the best. And it’s up to you, by God’s kindness. The following 
is from Marcus Aurelius’s Meditations, 5.20 and 5.21:

Now it is true that [men, beasts, the weather] may impede my action, but they are no impediments 
to my affects and disposition, which have the power of  acting conditionally and changing: for 

note from the ACAdemiC Advisor
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the mind converts and changes every hindrance to its activity into an aid; and so that which is a 
hindrance is made a furtherance to an act; and that which is an obstacle on the road helps us on 
this road.

Reverence that which is best in the universe; and this is that which makes use of  all things and 
directs all things. And in like manner also reverence that which is best in thyself; and this is of  the 
same kind as that. For in thyself  also, that which makes use of  everything else, is this, and thy life 
is directed by this.

Bring this attitude to the rest of  your academic year, and I promise that your insistence on not being 
satisfied with yourself  will lead to a much greater contentment with yourself.

I will leave you with two final comments, which the reader may understand:

Do not see the overripe bananas, but the banana bread.

It is better to be a Quixote than a Candide.

Your fellow disciple in Christ,

Joffre Swait
Chief  Academic Advisor, Kepler Education

Save the Date for Kepler’s

May 19–21 in Moscow, ID

Email studentcouncil@kepler.education for more information

NSA College Tour

Board Games

Formal Reception

Graduation

Hymn Sing
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O Muse!…relate; what goddess was 
provok’d, and whence her hate; for 
what offence the Queen of  Heav’n 

began to persecute so brave, so just a man…”1 
Throughout Vergil’s epic poem The Aeneid, pro-
tagonist and Trojan prince Aeneas is frequently 
praised for qualities such as bravery and justice. 
Above these heroic traits, the word piety is men-
tioned most often. Jove, the king of  the gods, 
has spoken a prophecy that will ensure Aeneas’ 
lineage and eventually, an empire whose bound-
aries will reach to the ends of  the known 
world. In the prince’s path, however, is a 
goddess who is resolute to intervene in 
whatever manner she can: Juno, wife of  
the king of  the gods. Despite the obsta-
cles, gods, and challenges he has had to 
overcome, Aeneas is a hero who fulfills 
his destiny because he is a pious man. 
For Jove, his mother Venus and those in 
accordance with the prophecy, Aeneas is 
faithful. As to the prophecy itself, there are few 
times when he errs in obeying it.

In today’s language, piety “stresses fidelity to 
obligations regarded as natural and fundamen-
tal.”2 To a Roman, this stands for maintaining 
fidelity to one’s parents and household gods. 
Contrary to what one might assume of  the Ro-
man culture, household deities were worshiped 
rather than those who lived in temples. These 
gods demanded that one show piety to his el-
ders, most particularly his parents. Consequently, 
this requires faithfulness and obedience: Aeneas 
shows both qualities in his actions throughout 
The Aeneid. Vergil incorporates this core idea 

1 Virgil. The Aeneid (Kindle Locations 30–32). Kindle Edition.
2 https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/piety

of  piety when describing Aeneas, and perhaps 
his character is best illustrated in the flames of  
burning Troy. In Book II, realising that Troy is 
lost to the Greek invaders, Aeneas abandons all 
hope of  saving the city and turns to the safety 
of  his family. Taking his child by the hand and 
with his wife behind him, Aeneas takes his aged 
father, Anchises, upon his shoulders, and he asks 
this of  him: “Our country gods, the relics, and 
the bands, hold you, my father, in your guiltless 
hands: in me ’tis impious holy things to bear, red 

as I am with slaughter…”3 There are 
many other circumstances when Vergil 
describes Aeneas as a pious man: obeying 
several oracles, ghostly persons or gods, 
wisely building a city for travel-weary 
Trojans, descending temporarily into 
Hades on instruction of  a Sibyl, acting 
fairly with King Latinus when they land 
in Italy, calling an attempt at peace soon 
after they begin to war against Latium, 

and so on. Most fundamental to a Roman audi-
ence is how Aeneas cares for both his household 
gods and his father: the ultimate image of  piety 
and heroism.

Already mentioned is the evidence that Juno 
sets herself  against Aeneas, even though her hus-
band has promised a future to him. Despite the 
antagonism Juno expresses towards the Trojan 
line, Aeneas is determined to remain faithful to 
his household gods, to Jove, his mother Venus, 
and all deities in accordance with the prophecy. 
Even so, like all true heroes Aeneas can fail, as is 
most clearly shown through the Dido episode in 
Book IV. After setting sail from Troy and endur-
ing mishaps, tempests, and the death of  his fa-

3 Virgil. The Aeneid (Kindle Locations 790–792). Kindle Edition.

“

On the Piety of  a Man
by Christiana Shire
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ther, his ships are thrown up on the Carthaginian 
shore of  North Africa. Queen Dido of  Carthage 
welcomes the Trojan prince and offers him and 
his men hospitality; but in an agreement between 
Juno and Venus, Cupid poisons the queen with 
violent love for Aeneas, one which soon spirals 
into transgression and an ignobly performed 
‘marriage.’ Naturally, this violates Jove’s decree 
that Aeneas go to Italy and take a wife of  that 
land, and so he sends the messenger Hermes to 
chastise the prince for his impious actions and 
leave Carthage immediately. Aeneas’ reaction 
is unmistakable: “The pious prince was seiz’d 
with sudden fear; mute was his tongue, and up-
right stood his hair. Revolving in his mind the 
stern command, he longs to fly, and loathes the 
charming land.”4 Here, even after the transgres-
sion the prince has committed, Vergil calls Ae-
neas pious again. Against Dido’s lovesick pleas 
and tears, Aeneas remains unmoved and declares 
that he will do as the gods command, even as 
he mourns leaving her. Aeneas sacrifices his own 
wishes and endures regret in order that he would 
remain faithful to the gods.

Similarly, Aeneas remains 
obedient to the prophecy. 
Sprinkled throughout The 
Aeneid are frequent men-
tions of  Jove’s decree: that 
the Trojan line would come 
to Latium in Italy, and af-
ter warring with the people, 
eventually settle. Aeneas has 
been promised that his de-
scendants will build an em-
pire that will be known to 
history as Rome. We first 
hear this prophecy from 
Jove’s own mouth in Book I, 
but it is revealed to Aeneas 
in Book II, during the siege 

4 Ibid., 1347–1348.

of  Troy. When he flees with his family, he loses 
his wife Creusa in the city. Turning back for her, 
he finds her as a ghost, having been killed not 
long before. To comfort him, she says that it was 
the will of  the gods that she should be taken, 
and she tells him his fate: “Long wand’ring ways 
for you the pow’rs decree; On land hard labours, 
and a length of  sea. Then, after many painful 
years are past, On Latium’s happy shore you shall 
be cast…There fortune shall the Trojan line re-
store…”5 Following this decree, Aeneas sets out 
to fulfill it and hears the same pronouncement 
many times through his toils. Though he is de-
tained in Carthage with Queen Dido, he repents 
when Hermes berates him and sets out at once 
to resume the path he is set to walk on. Even 
with shortcomings, Aeneas continues to strive in 
obedience to the prophecy.

In The Aeneid, Aeneas remains as the Roman 
image of  a truly pious hero, Vergil portraying 
him as one who his audience should aspire to be 

5 Virgil. The Aeneid (Kindle Locations 821–824). Kindle Edition.

The Meeting of  Dido and Aeneas
by Sir Nathaniel Dance-Holland
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Humanities Courses at

like. In spite of  his limitations and mistakes, and 
in the face of  setbacks and Fate, there is triumph 
in seeing the Trojan prince stand victorious over 
the Latium kingdoms who war against him. The 
heroic qualities which he displays throughout the 
entirety of  the epic poem each play a part in ful-
filling his destiny. Through piety, he pleases the 
gods because he obeys their most fundamental 
commandment: through faithfulness he listens 

to Jove’s messenger and returns to his course, 
and through obedience he hears the prophecy 
and is intent on seeing it come to completion. In 
the face of  obstacles, gods, and challenges, it is 
by virtue of  piety that Aeneas fulfills his destiny.

Kepler Class: Old Western Culture: The Romans 
with Mr. Joffre Swait.

• Fighting Dragons with George Luke

This course is an exploration of  five approaches to apologetics (classical, evidential, cumulative, presup-
positional, and reformed epistemology), followed by approaches to defending the integrity of  the Word, 
discussions of  creation and evolution, and examination of  major religious objections to Christianity.

• Seeing Through Stories with Sarah Abbott

With the criteria of  Whole, Broken, and Bent in view, students will categorize the stories in films, fine 
arts, and literature while also creating a personal canon of  the best stories. While learning to use these 
classifications, students will spend one quarter on “Seeing Through Short(er) Stories”, another “At the 
Movies”, a third with “The Making of  Monsters”, and a final quarter on “Fine Arts Stories”.

• Intermediate Great Book Discussion with Dr. Karla Memmott

In this year-long Great Books course, students will learn to implement reading techniques highlighted by 
Mortimer J. Adler in his foundational work How to Read a Book. Students will learn how to use the text to 
interpret the text and put forth an articulate defense during class discussions.

• Foundations of  Systematic Theology with Dr. Aaron Hebbard

This course covers basic issues, themes, and categories of  Christian Theology. It leads students through 
a study of  the fundamental teachings of  the Bible, encouraging students to better know, trust, love, and 
live by God’s Word. This course is part of  a dual enrollment program with Colorado Christian University 
and is worth 3 college credits.
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Candle
by Adalie Everitt
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Arms and the Truth of  the Christian Man
by Hailey Hasic

Arms and the truth of  the Christian man,
Arms and the man, I sing!
Let him be armed with the shield of  faith,
And the belt of  the truth, hope bring!
The world may call his armor scarce,
Let them say what they may;
They’ll change their tune when they have seen
His sword shine out like day!

Arms and the truth of  the Christian man,
The Christian man, I shout!
He keeps his rightness on his breast,
Where it shall ne’er die out;
His head is crowned with saving grace
That great salvation brings;
His feet are shod with readiness,
In peace to serve the King!

Arms and the truth of  the Christian man,
The Christian shall prevail!
For faith comes o’er him like a shield,
Or brilliant coat of  mail.
The belt of  truth shall lead him on,
And it shall guard him well;
It shall protect him, even when
All should oppose from hell!

Arms and the truth of  the Christian man,
The Christian loves the Lord!
And he shall show God’s mighty strength
When he draws forth his sword!
The Word that pierces and defends
He’ll hold with all his might,
And with this gleaming brand of  truth
He’ll ever stand and fight!

Ye Christian man, now heed my words!
Abide in Christ our Lord!
And he will strengthen your frail heart
By power of  His Word!
Though pleasures soft should tempt ye sore,
I charge you, stand and fight!
It is the Lord who wars for you
By power of  His might!

Man, press ye on, with gladdened heart
To end of  weary race,
And when you reach the end of  fight
You’ll see God’s very face.
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Untitled

Malacandran Sets to Sea

by Grace Harris

by Carly Raquipiso
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Sunday Afternoon in Switzerland
by Christiana Shire
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December Pansy
by Christiana Shire
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F itzwilliam thought he 
couldn’t have had a worse 
day in his life. He was a 

truck driver and usually delivered 
Amazon packages. Today his job 
was quite different. Today he 
hauled a truckload of  banan-
as. He had thought this would 
be easy, but this was before he 
had ever tangled with the flying 
monkeys of  Dust-bowl, Nevada 
(a product of  the infamous Area 
51). He had just begun to drive 
out of  town when he heard a loud 
screech, followed by a thump on 
his windshield. He pulled over to 
the side of  the road, wondering 
if  he had hit a low-flying bird.

As he stepped out of  his truck, he was bom-
barded by the screeching and thrashing of  a 
wounded monkey. He cautiously crept forward, 
holding tight to a banana that he had picked up. 
When he got close to the monkey, the monkey 
leaped up and grabbed the side of  the van, vi-
ciously trying to open it. Fitzwilliam threw the 
banana, and the monkey keeled over, limping 
away. Then Fitzwilliam looked up and saw be-
fore him hundreds of  yelling monkeys running 
toward his truck. He hollered, jumped, and ran 
into the driver’s seat, attempting to start up the 
engine. But it would not run. The rusty dump of  
a van simply would not go. He sat terrified and 
pleaded to get the peeling van to run. And then, 

Banana 51

CreAtive Writing ProjeCt

The following short story was composed by the Kepler Writing Club using 
the photo of  bananas tumbling out of  a bus as a writing prompt.

it did. But Fitzwilliam still had 
his foot slammed down on the 
gas pedal. So with a jolting puff, 
the van shot off  and knocked 
monkeys out of  the sky to his 
right and his left, leaving a trail 
of  mashed bananas in its wake.

Fitzwilliam’s nerves settled 
under his skin once he came 
out of  the monkey infesta-
tion. He still had a good half  
of  his bananas left in his van, 
but he’d lose them all for sure 
if  he didn’t stop and close the 
door. Easing the van to a stop, 
Fitzwilliam unbuckled and set 
the van to rights before start-

ing it back up. Back on the road, all was qui-
et, until…“SCREEEECCHHH!!!!!” Fitzwilliam 
jerked away and looked at the front window of  
his truck, quickly realizing that he had hit an-
other monkey. Muttering a few words under his 
breath, he resolved that he would never take an-
other delivery job in Nevada again. The van wa-
vered a bit, and then he was finally set.

The question is, why do people ship most 
anything to Nevada? If  Fitzwilliam had to ask 
himself  a question, it’d be that. Moreover, what 
possessed  Abraham Lincoln to ever let it be a 
state? Fitzwilliam told himself  if  he ever got to 
be a president he’d have this awkward outcrop-
ping of  territory ceded to Mexico before any-
one could say “Doyle Rockwell.” He wondered 
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if  Mexico would consider it an act of  overt ag-
gression and return fire. Fitzwilliam figured he 
should  keep his eyes on the asphalt. After all, 
Nevada is hardly what you might call a safe place 
to drive. “No human beings are illegal,” the signs 
read, flying by. Were they telling him to break the 
speed limit or exhorting him to not call the cops 
on the poor Amazonian monkeys that probably 
escaped from some kind of  zoo transport truck? 
That was Fitzwilliam’s problem with truck driv-
ers, and why he figured he was better. They were 
just hardly vigilant enough. Last week, or one of  
those days, he had witnessed with his own eyes 
when a truck loaded with assorted boxes of  fro-
zen Tim Horton’s Doughnuts tried to make zero 
to sixty with the hatchback open. He hadn’t stuck 
around to see how the administration responded.

This is why he will now take the easy route. 
He will deliver Amazon packages to places in 
Idaho.

Authors:
Shannon Beauchamp

Elaina Nabours

Ian Izard

Jillian Hoge

Jocelyn McLeran

Mrs. Jessie smith

Michael Hoffman

Editor:
Doyle Rockwell

Special thanks to:
Moriah Heather

Wesley Johnson

Writing Courses at

• Weird and Wonderful Worlds with Sarah 
Abbott

Using the Lost Tools of  Writing curriculum, stu-
dents will learn to read great literature classi-
cally, ask good questions about characters, and 
formulate clear, logical, and persuasive writing.

• Creative Writing with Annie Nardone

In this course, students will explore a variety of  
genres to discover their unique author’s voice. 
This writing workshop will stretch your creative 
muscles as you compose a memoir, a devotion-
al, poetry, a fiction/theatrical piece, and a chil-
dren’s book.

• Grammar of  Poetry with Clark Weidner

This course is designed to educate students in 
the mechanics and grammar involved in poet-
ic literature. Students will not only learn how 
to read a poem but they will learn how poems 
are formed by using 10 powerful poetic tropes 
while exploring classical poetic pieces through-
out history.

• College Composition with Dr. Aaron 
Hebbard

This course introduces the student to effective 
composition writing at the collegiate level. Em-
phasis is placed on critical reading, writing, and 
thinking by generating questions, investigating 
issues, and formulating well-grounded opinions. 
This course is part of  a dual enrollment pro-
gram with Colorado Christian University and is 
worth 3 college credits.
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Spanish Children’s Book
by Margaret Johnston
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Untitled Photo
by Rishona Loyd

Untitled Photo
by Rishona Loyd
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Brutus’s Song
by Hailey Hasic

“What horror ’tis to kill a friend,
What shadows haunt thy every place,
When thou hast spurnèd every tie,
And spat upon his sallow face.

When sword which by your side defends
With his own blood is dripping wet,
And thoughts of  his white, startled face
You can’t unsee, cannot forget.

When his last words and painèd cries
Ring e’er tumultuous in your ear,
And former friendship that you knew
Prompts heavy guilt and trembling fear.

Where are you, master-friend, my lord?
I walk alone the heavy day!
My sword, my own, hath struck you down;
You softly cried, ‘Et tu Brute?’”

Thus Brutus before Cassius:
He weeps and sighs and rends his hair,
And wanders off, before the town,
To brood upon his troubles there.

Amidst the dark at evening time,
He walks alone and far away;
His thoughts, accusing, flood his ears,
And echo back: “Et tu, Brute?”
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The Merchant of  Venice: Mercy
by Sophia Burr

T he Merchant of  Venice is a spectacular 
Shakespearean comedy. The characters 
are alive, the dialogue is clever, and the 

three main locations—Belmont, Venice, and 
Shylock’s home—give support to the intricate 
plot lines. The real aspects of  law, justice, mon-
ey, and love that are shown in this play connect 
with the audience and keep this performance 
alive, even after hundreds of  years. But more sig-
nificantly, it is filled with biblical symbolism and 
truth. Jessica was saved by fleeing the house of  
her father, Shylock, in the same way 
that Christians are saved from Hell 
and must flee from sin. Bassanio did 
not recognize his own wife when she 
came to save his friend; the Jews did 
not recognize Jesus when He came to 
save all God’s chosen children. And 
there are other examples of  biblical 
analogies, symbols, and truths in this 
fabulous play. Shakespeare’s The Mer-
chant of  Venice demonstrates Christ-
like mercy through Antonio’s bond, Portia’s cas-
kets, and Shylock’s conversion.

The story begins with a young man named 
Bassanio who confided to his friend Antonio 
that he had no money and was in a substan-
tial amount of  debt. After Antonio assured his 
friend that he would help him, Bassanio revealed 
the real reason for his sadness: “In Belmont is a 
lady richly left; and she is fair, and fairer than that 
word, of  wondrous virtues: sometimes from her 
eyes I did receive fair speechless messages: Her 
name is Portia…nor is the wide world ignorant 
of  her worth, for the four winds blow in from 

every coast renowned suitors.”1 Only a great 
price would lift Bassanio out of  debt and supply 
him with an appropriate entourage for court-
ship, yet Antonio willingly promised that he 
would give Bassanio all the money necessary for 
success. Antonio was willing to go to the Jewish 
moneylender, Shylock, and borrow three thou-
sand ducats, give it immediately to Bassanio, and 
sign a contract that bound him to repay the sum 
of  money or pay for it with a pound of  his own 
flesh. Antonio did not have to give Bassanio any-

thing, and Bassanio made it clear that 
he was already in debt to Antonio: 
“To you, Antonio, I owe the most, in 
money and in love.”2 Antonio did not 
withhold his wealth from his friend, 
instead he freely gave him everything 
he had. This could be interpreted as 
foolishness by some, but Antonio 
demonstrated the kind of  mercy that 
Christ expressed when He bore the 
weight of  our debt to God. He was 

not bound to suffer in our place, yet He willingly 
took our punishment at great cost to Himself.

Bassanio immediately put the money An-
tonio gave him to effective use; he bought ev-
erything that was necessary to have an audience 
with Portia and announce his love for her. Even 
though Portia reciprocated Bassanio’s feelings, 
Portia’s marriage was not up to her. When her 
father died, he left a test for all the suitors who 
might come and propose marriage to his young, 
beautiful, richly endowed daughter, so that only 
the man who loved Portia for the right reasons 

1 William Shakespeare, The Merchant of  Venice (England, 1600), 
247.
2 Ibid., 246.
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would be able to marry her. The test involved 
the suitor choosing between three caskets—or 
coffins—and trying to pick the one with a like-
ness of  Portia inside. Each of  the caskets was 
made of  a different material and inscribed with 
a different inscription that gave a clue to its con-
tents. On the golden casket: “Who chooseth me 
shall gain what many men desire.”3 On the silver 
casket: “Who chooseth me shall get as much as 
he deserves.”4 And on the casket of  lead: “Who 
chooseth me must give and hazard all he hath.”5

On its face, this might seem to be a cruel 
joke or selfish restraint from Portia’s father. But 
he was wise in creating this test; when men came 
to Portia solely because they desired her, they 
were sent away dissatisfied—desire is not love. 
When suitors believed that they deserved Portia 

3 Shakespeare, Merchant of  Venice, 271.
4 Ibid.
5 Ibid.

because they had merited her love, they too were 
sent away without their prize. Only when Bassa-
nio came to Portia with a selfless, sacrificial love 
did he win her as his bride.

Portia’s father knew that only the men who 
believed themselves unworthy were worthy of  
marrying Portia, so he protected her from the 
suitors who loved her in the wrong way. Her 
father used the law to protect her and show 
her mercy, and God was merciful in the same 
way when He created laws to protect His peo-
ple from corruption. One day we will be freed 
from the law of  our Father and go home to 
Him, and until then we are protected from our-
selves and from others by the law He has mer-
cifully set in place.

Later in the play, when Portia and Bassanio 
are happily married and Antonio is undergoing 
his trial for failing to repay Shylock, Portia came 
to the trial disguised as a lawyer and pleaded first 

The Trial Scene
by Robert Smirke
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for mercy, then—when Shylock vehemently re-
fused—for complete justice, apparently in Shy-
lock’s favor. However, Portia finally revealed that 
in order to follow the letter of  the law as the 
Jew insisted, he could have his pound of  flesh, 
as long as he did not shed a single drop of  Anto-
nio’s blood or he would have to face the conse-
quences for harming an innocent man. Shylock 
finally let go of  his position and accepted his 
fate, for he was forced to give up his property to 
Antonio and become a Christian.

During this scene, Shylock was given every 
possible chance to revoke his position and choose 
mercy, and even after Portia’s famous speech, he 
still held fast to his claims: “My deeds upon my 
head! I crave the law, the penalty and forfeit of  
my bond.”6 If  the choice was Shylock’s, he would 
have brought the law down on his own head, for 
who can follow it perfectly? It was not Shylock’s 
choice though. When he refused to be merciful, 
he was shown mercy when Portia rooted out the 
exact requirements of  the law, and he was forced 
into Christianity, which gave him the chance of  
eternal life. This bears a strong resemblance to 
the way the mobs insisted on Jesus’s death. They 

6 Ibid., 305.

were certain that they were right and lawful, but 
Christ rose again so that the same people who 
had just sentenced Him to death by crucifixion 
could be spared their rightful punishment.

Shakespeare’s The Merchant of  Venice demon-
strates Christ-like mercy through Antonio’s 
bond, Portia’s caskets, and Shylock’s conversion. 
His passionate soliloquies, intricate plots, beau-
tiful poetry, and iconic characters have weath-
ered more than four centuries of  crowns and 
criticism. Today, they live in renewed glory ev-
ery time they grace the lips of  readers and ac-
tors. Yet even if  Shakespeare is blown away in 
the sands of  time and his famous works crumble 
to dust, the truth that he wrote about and ex-
pressed in his plays and poems will not. Mer-
cy will last forever—long after Portia’s famed 
speech is forgotten, and Antonio’s goodness is 
no longer remembered. For the ultimate act of  
mercy is shown every time another Shylock is 
freed from debt by the blood of  a perfect man.

Kepler Class: Old Western Culture: Early Moderns 
with Mr. Scott Postma.

In a dark room a light delight
Me and GP—we cause a fright
Dangerous death—if  big I be
Tasty treat—if  with pig I be

Always deadly—yet wanted by many
Bright and biting-dark night brighting.

A Riddle

by William Johnston

Answer: fire
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Icy, the September wind bites with cold;
Summer’s soft, lovely gaze now chilled to stone.
Warm idle days, once loved, now mem’ries old;
Sun’s shining face now turned aside, now gone.

Snow dusts mountain peaks, ode to summer’s end;
Leaves brush the ground, kisses the Earth’s hard face, 

Dry and crinkled and brown and gold, they fend
Against winter’s approach, her cold embrace.

Heroic Quatrain
Quatrain to September

by Christiana Shire

Untitled
by Elaina Nabours
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France Food
by Wesley Johnson
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January 16 Sunrise
by Autumn Kennedy
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The Purple People Eaters
On the Foolishness of  Racism

by Joffre Swait

Much is made of  the color of  Homer’s 
wine-dark sea. Twelve times in the Od-
yssey and five times in the Iliad the blind 

poet refers to the wine-faced sea. He says the sea 
has a face of  wine. Yet twelve times and five we 
translate this as the wine-dark sea, and then write 
articles about how the ancients did not see blue.

Ink and rhetorical blood have been spilt 
over whether the ability to see dis-
tinct colors is more a product of  na-
ture or nurture. Linguists and etymol-
ogists, like every other specialist in 
the world, believe that their field of  
endeavor is the most important, and 
so they ask whether we come up with 
a word like cerulean because we begin 
to see a new blue, or whether the in-
troduction of  the word itself  is what 
makes us able to see cerulean.

The word “cerulean”, by the way, was first 
used in 1590, but it must have been used prophet-
ically, as the pigment denominated cerulean, co-
balt stannate, was discovered in 1789 by a Swiss 
chemist. The Romans had their heaven, caelum, 
and the sky could be described with the color 
caeruleus, which we have decided meant “blue, 
dark blue, blue-green”. We must include green 
in the list, as Roman authors used the color to 
describe not only the sky, but the wine-dark sea, 
and even, occasionally, fields and leaves. Imagine 
the hills of  England covered in, as Chesterton 
would have put it, blue hair.

Mark Bradley, Associate Professor of  An-
cient History at the University of  Nottingham, 
has argued that the Greeks saw color as the vis-
ible, outermost shell of  an object. Hair would 

therefore be hair-colored and skin would be 
skin-colored; a vase might be hair-colored, for 
color was metaphorical.

Perhaps the sea did not have a set color, but 
as a place of  tumult and turmoil in the poems, 
it looked like burgundy wine in those particular 
lyrics. Perhaps the blind poet was better able to 
express color than we, the sighted.

English has no word for orange 
but the name of  a fruit, despite what 
you may have heard about carrots or 
the House of  Orange-Nassau. Span-
ish not only says of  orange-colored 
objects that they are orangeified, but 
of  pink objects that they are roseified. 
And although there is a word in Span-
ish for brown, many Latin Americans 
say “coffee” instead of  “brown”. 
What is marrón anyway? Is it brown, 

or is it maroon? Maroons are reddish-brown, 
and sometimes even purple, and here we finally 
arrive at the purple people eaters. Not the Min-
nesota Vikings of  your grandfather’s time, but 
the purple people of  the middle ages.

——————————

There is a Cuban dish called cristianos y moros, 
Christians and Moors. It is rice and beans, usu-
ally intermingled, and is served with a variety of  
other ingredients or accompaniments depending 
on the locale. As the dish is most popular in the 
Caribbean, black beans are most often used, but 
any dark-colored beans may be used to create 
the Moors. The Christian part, well, that’s always 
white rice.
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The Moors invaded Hispania in the year 
711, establishing several kingdoms in the Iberian 
peninsula and conquering most of  what would 
later become Spain. The last Moorish kingdom 
on the peninsula would fall in 1492, more than 
seven hundred years later.

The Moors arrived in a Hispania of  many 
Germanic kingdoms. These kingdoms were the 
result of  a great migration in the early 400s, in 
which the Germanic Suebi and Vandal peoples 
left the edges of  the steppes, accompanied by 
their nomadic allies from Iran, the Alans, and 
swept into Hispania. The Visigoths were the Ro-
manized Germans deputized to stop them, and 
although they failed to keep the Suebi, Alans, 
and Vandals from establishing settlements and 
even kingdoms in Spain, after a few years they 
were able to subdue the now static newcomers 
and incorporate them into a federated Visigothic 
kingdom that, for a while, covered most of  mod-
ern Spain and France.

Even before the eastern invaders had ar-
rived, the distinction between the Visigothic and 
Hispano-Roman populations in Hispania had 
disappeared. They were largely a romance-speak-
ing Germanic people, with scatterings of  Celtic 
and even pre-Celtic populations still present and 
strong in the peninsula. Like most of  Europe 
as the western Roman Empire went through 
its ponderous fall, Iberia was a hodge-podge 
of  people groups coexisting more or less well, 
forming and breaking confederations as they 
thought best and were able.

The Alans from Persia began to dominate 
the bulk of  Spain. The Alans were Aryans, the 
term “Alan” itself  being a variant of  “Aryan”.

The Suebi and Vandals established king-
doms in the northwest of  the peninsula, and the 
Vandals alone took over portions of  the very 
south. From there the Vandals invaded northern 
Africa and established a kingdom that covered 

the coastal regions of  modern Morocco, Tunisia, 
and Algiers, as well as the islands of  Sicily, Sar-
dinia, and Corsica. The Vandal kingdoms exert-
ed power over Rome herself  through the control 
of  food supply, and even sacked the great city at 
one point.

In north Africa these Vandals ruled, among 
others, the Mauri people. The Mauri were Berbers 
who, to some degree, had given their name to all 
of  North Africa and its peoples. Tertullian and 
Augustine were considered “Mauritians” by the 
Romans, a term that could include even Egyp-
tians. The Berber peoples today are ethnically di-
verse, some with pale skin and pale-colored eyes, 
and others are as dark as Bantu Africans.

Of  the Mauri and Mauritania the first cen-
tury Greek historian Strabo wrote, “Here dwell 
a people called by the Greeks Maurusii, and by 
the Romans and the natives Mauri”. This has led 
some to say that this people called themselves 
Mauri before the Greeks named them, but the 
fact remains, whether linguistic coincidence or 
not, that the term caught and spread because 
Μαῦρος in Greek means “black”, from a pro-
to-Indo-European word meaning “dark, sunless, 
black”.

One of  the infinitude of  dumpster fires on 
the internet today, even among those who accept 
that the Berber people groups are made of  tribes 
with a myriad of  shades of  skin and hair color, is 
the debate over whether the Berbers of  antiquity 
were “white” or “black” in the great racial sens-
es of  the words, with passionate partisans for 
either side accusing members of  the opposition 
of  filthy calumny and lies.

When the Islamic invasion of  the Visigothic 
kingdoms began in 711, the lords of  the armies 
were Arabs, but the soldiers were principally 
Berbers. These Berbers of  Spain were actually 
many different related people groups, of  a great 
variety of  skin and hair colors, and were imme-
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diately referred to as Moors, or moros. This was 
the Mauritanian invasion.

——————————

A mora, in a manner unrelated to northern 
Africa or to Roman xenology, is a blackberry. 
Blackberries, of  course, are not black, but pur-
ple. There seems to be no internet dumpster fire 
on this issue of  color. Instead, it seems that berry 
lovers are willing to refer to “black or purple” 
berries when referring to black or purple berries, 
including black raspberries. The word for “pur-
ple” in Spanish is “morado”, or “berrified”.

When the Moors crossed the wine-dark sea 
to southern Spain they came, through a coin-
cidence of  language, as blackberries, and they 
brought with them their purple skin. Anyway, it 
was some kind of  dark. Wine-faced men on ber-
ry-faced seas, their skin drenched in red, or blue, 
or brown, or purple, or whatever it was.

——————————

Almost four hundred years after that inva-
sion, when most of  Iberia was ruled by Moorish 
kingdoms, a minor Castilian nobleman rose to 
become a great warlord and, eventually, a king of  
sorts. Rodrigo Díaz, El Cid Campeador, was from 
the northern unconquered lands, and therefore 
certainly a descendant of  Visigoths. He is a fig-
ure in Spain both historical and mythological, a 
mix of  King Arthur and Richard Lionhearted; 
an epic poem was written about him, and he be-
comes an avatar of  the complex Spanish identity 
during and after the Reconquest. The story of  
his life is grand, glorious, dirty, and most of  all, 
convoluted. Suffice to list some facts:

The Visigothic king El Cid abolished the old 
Visigothic, or “Hispanic” church rites, in favor 
of  the universalizing rites of  the Roman church.

The poet who wrote the Song of  the Cid was 
most likely a Mozarab, a Christian with Arabicized 

culture who worshiped according to the Visigoth-
ic rites, which was protected by the Moorish king-
doms. It is likely he inserted some of  his church’s 
liturgy into his poem through a heroine’s prayer. 
The poem also features poetic devices that would 
feel more at home with Anglo-Saxon Beowulf  
than with Dante or Cervantes.

The Mozarabs spoke their own language 
and called it Latin. Many adopted Arabic names, 
even within the Christian community. One com-
mon name was al-Quti, Arabic for “the Goth”.

——————————

Rodrigo Díaz’s heroics led to his full title, El 
Cid Campeador, a name taken in two pieces traced 
back to Arabic and Latin. El Sidi is Arabic for 
Lord, and campi doctor is Latin for “master of  the 
battlefield”, a title that had been given to others 
before him.

El Cid made alliances and betrayed both 
Christians and Muslims. His armies were com-
posed of  Christians, including Mozarabs, and 
Muslims. The great epic poem, El Cantar del mío 
Cid, cares nothing for color, except the white 
of  banners and how they become red when 
drenched in blood. I suppose it cared also for 
the two colors that have moved most epic poems 
throughout history: silver and gold. As for peo-
ple, all that matters to the poet, and therefore to 
the Cid we know, is whether they are Christian, 
or Muslim, or Jew.

Modern statues of  El Cid portray him with 
an enormous, long, flowing, Germanic beard.

Another four hundred years pass and the 
country of  El Cid’s birth, Castille, defeats the last 
Muslim kingdom in the south of  Spain. What we 
call Spanish today is Castilian; it is what is spo-
ken throughout the Americas. The Kingdom of  
Granada fell in 1492, a great year in Spanish his-
tory. The last Muslims were defeated. An Italian 
sailor found the western Indies on behalf  of  the 
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queen of  Castille and the king of  Aragon. All 
the Jews were thrown out of  the country.

Colloquial uses of  the word moro, or moor, 
in Spanish include describing unwatered wine as 
Moorish, an unbaptized person as Moorish, or 
of  a possessive or dominating spouse as Moor-
ish. In Cuba, a moor is a person with mixed Af-
rican and European ancestry, what many know 
as a mulatto. And in Cuba, we have the famous 
Moors and Christians, beans and rice.

——————————

Although Darwinism has made racism a 
way of  life, whiteness and blackness began to 
exist as we know it during the trans-Atlantic 
slave trade. Even into the twentieth century, the 
use of  the word race could still apply to things 
like language, religion, history, and home. These 
were the substance of  race, philosophically speak-
ing, and now they are the accidents, again phil-
osophically speaking. What defines race today is 
that old accident, that old incidental, skin color.

The first definition in Merriam Webster to-
day defines race by shared physical traits. The next 
definition is a group of  people sharing a common cul-
tural, geographical, linguistic, or religious origin or back-
ground, preceded by the word “dated”.

The Moors were as much blackberries as 
they were blacks. The Visigothic peoples of  
Spain, blonds who had come from Asia, who 
spoke Latin and intermingled with Celts and 
Romans, and what was left of  the Phoenicians 
and Iberians, were as much grains of  rice as they 
were crackers.

Blackness in the West, and especially in 
the United States, exists for legitimate and trag-
ic reasons. But it’s artificial. It’s made up. It is 
a response to having to reinvent the common 
cultural, geographical, linguistic, and religious 
origins that normal peoples have. It is only as 
real as people make it, which is not to say that it 

isn’t real, but to remind us that it is not funda-
mental to our human identity like Christmas or 
how to feed a baby are.

Whiteness is an even poorer thing. White-
ness exists in response to blackness. Most whites 
can’t even gin up the energy to make it real. And 
who would want to? Isn’t it better to be Idahoan, 
or American, or Irish-American, or Irish?

And most importantly, what is Idaho or Ire-
land without Jesus the King? The only common 
expression that uses the word “race” racially and 
doesn’t make us think of  race at all is the mor-
ibund term “human race”. That is the race that 
belongs to King Jesus, and any attempts to have 
separate heavens or separate earths is disloyal 
to him. We have distinct histories, and are writ-
ing new stories. We have distinct cultures, and 
are performing new liturgies. We have distinct 
languages, yet have the Holy Spirit. We have the 
same religion.

Let color return to being mere descriptor. 
Fight to effect that. The people of  Mauritania 
are remarkably dark, as the people of  Asturias 
are remarkably tall. The ocean is the color of  
wine, and paper bags the color of  coffee. The 
grass on the hills is blue.
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Language Courses at

• Spanish 1 with Joffre Swait

This course will take a practical approach to building students’ facility in speaking, hearing, and writing 
the language. This approach incorporates conversation and listening, use of  the language in group activ-
ities and games, and translation of  varied types of  texts, including Scripture.

Joffre Swait also teaches Spanish 2.

• Greek 1 with George Luke

The goal of  this two-year course is to help students develop an acquaintance and facility with the basic 
grammar and vocabulary of  biblical Greek, such that by the end of  the course they can confidently read 
large portions of  the New Testament in Greek on their own.

• French 1 with Kari Christophersen

This beginning French course will cover the standard vocabulary, grammar, and conversational elements 
of  a high school French 1 course, and will also give a brief  overview of  the history, geography, and cul-
ture of  France.

Kari Christophersen also teaches French 2.

• Lingua Latina Prima with Danae Harlow

This class will teach Timothy Griffith’s innovative Picta Dicta curriculum, using both the online platform 
and accompanying text book, Latin Primer. This class will focus on learning the basic grammar and logic 
of  Latin by it in the context of  pictures and stories. Translation will be used minimally, as the goal is to 
get the student to understand the Latin through itself.

Danae Harlow also teaches Lingua Latina Secunda.

• Spoken Latin with Dr. Junius Johnson

In this course, students will be introduced to Latin as a spoken language in order to help them connect 
to a deeper love and understanding of  Latin. They will learn the peculiarities of  speaking an inflected 
language and practice speaking this language through games, prepared dialogues, scenarios, and impro-
visational discussion.

• Greek 1 with Ronald Orr

This course is an introduction to Ancient Greek and offers the fundamentals of  Greek vocabulary, 
grammar, and syntax. Students will learn basic Greek vocabulary, morphology, and translation skills and 
will receive the foundation on which to build their knowledge of  Greek in additional, more advanced 
Greek courses.
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How does dual enrollment work?

What about student life at Kepler?

These questions and more are answered by Scott 
Postma and Joffre Swait in Kepler Education’s 

recently-added FAQ videos.

Check them out at
https://www.youtube.com/keplereducation


